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idek. Two postulates for use in empirical investigations
result from this idea. The first is that all psychical processes,
so far as possible, should be brought under the laws of
psychical causality as immediately given to us. The second
is that the whole system of our ideas of the external world
should be governed by the laws of a specific kind of causality
originating from logical principles, and therefore psychical
in character, but based on the relation of these principles
to an absolutely permanent substrate, which can undergo
no change save that of position in our intuitional space.
Mechanical causality is thus a subordinate form of psychical
causality. But in the case of all empirical relations, where
psychical processes may be regarded from an external as well
as an internal point of view, these processes may either
be assigned to the complex of psychical events by virtue
of their immediate characteristics, or may be ranked within
the causal nexus of mechanical processes by virtue of their
external sensible aspect. It is evident that convenience will
indicate now the physiological and now the psychological
view to be preferable. Thus psychology will sometimes
have to refer to a physiological explanation, hence to one
whose nature is Ultimately mechanical; while physiology may
occasionally have recourse to psychological theories. For
instance, it is possible to make use of the physiological
conditions of brain mechanics when we are discussing the
ordinary association of ideas, and while it is true that they
do not give us a complete explanation of the process,
they make it somewhat easier to understand.1 In like manner
certain physiological facts show traces of psychological causa-
tion, while if we attempt to explain them mechanically we
have no available means at our disposal, save the regulative
idea that all physical effects do ultimately result from
mechanical conditions. Thus the objective adaptation of

1 Cf. my Grundziiged. fhysioL Psych., 4th ed., ii,, p, 473.